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Steady rise in reported disabilities










Types of disabilities reported by HE students
All modes and levels of study
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19





A specific learning difficulty 105,550 107,945 109,915 109,395 110,795 36% 5%
Mental health condition 33,045 41,645 53,045 66,660 81,960 27% 148%
Two or more conditions 21,095 24,240 26,705 30,075 34,155 11% 62%
A long-standing illness or health condition 22,425 23,600 25,420 27,190 28,430 9% 27%
Another disability, impairment or medical condition 21,580 20,800 21,235 21,960 22,925 7% 6%
Social communication/Autistic spectrum disorder 6,755 7,950 9,440 11,015 12,815 4% 90%
A physical impairment or mobility issues 7,480 7,675 8,110 8,415 8,250 3% 10%
Deaf or a serious hearing impairment 5,065 5,110 5,160 5,275 5,485 2% 8%
Blind or a serious visual impairment 2,840 2,865 3,010 3,045 3,170 1% 12%
Any disability 225,835 241,830 262,040 283,030 307,985 100% 36%
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Students reporting different disabilities
% of students in England
Non-continuation rates
2016-17
Mental health condition 13.2%
Social or communication 
impairment
11.9%




Cognitive or learning 
difficulties
8.6%
Graduate employment by disability
young UK graduates 6 months after graduation
% employed or 
in further study




-in receipt of DSA 87.7% 70.8%
-not in receipt of DSA 88.2% 70.6%
No disability reported 89.9% 73.4%
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